This study was conducted to determine the effects of dietary supplementation of peppermint (Mentha piperita L.) on the performance of broiler chicks. 500 Ross broiler chicks were divided into 5 treatment groups of 4 replications in a completely randomized design format. The diets were ISO-caloric and ISO-nitrogenous ones and contained 1.5, 3, 4.5, and 6 g/kg of peppermint powder. At start, growing, and end periods, the effects of peppermint powder on average daily weight gain, feed conversation ratio, and mortality rate were studied. The results of the present study showed that over a production period of 42 days peppermint had a significant effect on average daily weight gain and feed conversation ratio when compared with the control group (P < .05). The level of 4.5 g/kg had the highest average daily weight gain (52.78 g), and control treatment with 46.98 g had the least average daily weight gain among different levels of peppermint. The level of 4.5 g/kg and 6 g/kg of peppermint had the least mortality compared to control treatment during training period (P < .05). From this experiment, we can conclude that treatment with 4.5 g/kg peppermint powder has better performance and carcass characteristics in broilers.
The use of medicinal plants in the poultry industry has become popular and requires selecting the most suitable plant. Different studies have proved the antimicrobial properties of some medicinal plants in human laboratory. [1] [2] [3] Nowadays the use of medicinal supplements as antibiotic growth promoters has developed in broiler farms. On the other hand, some studies have shown some adverse effects that resulted from the use of some antibiotic growth promoters. 4 The extensive use of these antibiotics in broiler farms has some problems such as rising production costs and compromising the health of the society because of consuming the products with pharmaceutical residues. Studies show that using medicinal plants can play an effective role in producing healthy products (organic) besides improving production. 5 Peppermint is a member of the Labiate family and one of the world's oldest medicinal herbs. 6 The Labiate family, rich in essential oil, has commercial and medicinal values. These herbs are widespread throughout the world and are widely use in food, flavor, cosmetic, and pharmaceutical industries. 7, 8 The chemical components of peppermint are menthol, menthone, 1,8-cineole, methylacetate, methofuran, isomenthone, limonene, b-pinene, a-pinene, germacrene-d, trans-sabinene hydrate, and pulegone. Menthol is the main phenolic component in oil of peppermint, which has antibacterial activities. 9 Studies have shown that this plant has antiseptic, spasmolytic, and disinfectants properties. 10 Therefore, it improves carcass traits in broiler production. 11 This study aimed to assess the effect of different levels of peppermint powder on the production of broilers and some blood biochemical parameters at different periods of training in broilers.
Materials and Methods
A total of 500 day-old Ross broiler chicks were distributed randomly in 20 separated experimental cages (120 Â 120 Â 80) in 5 treatments, and each treatment had 4 replications (25 chicks per cage). Each cage contained an equal number of male and female birds. Chicks were raised under environmentally controlled conditions, following a standard temperature regimen that gradually decreased from 32 C to 24 C by 0.5 C daily, and a 23L:1D lighting program. Artificial lighting was provided throughout the experiment. The temperature of the house, humidity, and vaccination program applied was based on broiler raisers' recommendations. The ingredients and composition of the basal diet were ISOcaloric and ISO-nitrogenous and formulated to meet or exceed the nutritional recommendations by the National Research Council. 12 The birds were fed a starter diet from 0 to 14 followed by grower and finisher diets from 15 to 28 days and 29 to 42 days of age, respectively (Table 1) .
Peppermint powder was added in the following 5 levels to the basal diet in every period. The treatments were as follows: Feed and water were providing ad libitum throughout the 6 weeks. The average live body weights, body weight gains, feed intake, and feed conversion ratio were measure on a weekly basis. In addition, mortality for each treatment was recorded. At the end of the experimental period, 2 birds per treatment cage (n ¼ 10 birds/treatment) were randomly selected, individually weighed, and slaughtered. Carcass yield was calculated by dividing eviscerated weight by live weight. Abdominal fat, gizzard, and liver were collected, weighed, and calculated as a percentage of live body weight.
Statistical Analysis
Data obtained were subjected to ANOVA using the General Linear Models Procedure in SPSS software. 13 Treatment means were tested using Duncan's multiple-range test, and statistical differences declared at P < .05.
Results
As shown in Table 2 , feed intake, daily weight gain, and feed conversion ratio were significantly different in broilers fed various levels of peppermint.
Daily Weight Gain
During the starter period, no significant differences were observing between the daily weight gain of birds receiving peppermint and the control diet, although control treatment had the least average daily weight gain among other treatments. In the grower period, a significant growth promoting effect was observed from 4.5 g/kg peppermint powder than the control group (P < .05). Significant differences were seen among 3 g/kg, 4.5 g/kg, and 6 g/kg peppermint powders when compared with the control treatment in the finisher period. During the overall rearing period birds fed 4.5 g/kg peppermint powder basal diet had significantly (P < .05) better daily weight gain compared to the control group.
Feed Conversation Ratio
The results of the present study showed a significant (P < .05) improvement in feed conversion ratio of birds kept on a diet containing 4.5 g/kg peppermint powder.
Mortality
Birds fed 4.5 g/kg and 6 g/kg peppermint powder in diet had significantly (P < .05) lower mortality compared to the control group.
Carcass Yield and Internal Viscera Organ
The results showed that peppermint powder had an effect on the weight of heart, liver, gizzard, and abdominal fat in broilers. Data showed that there was significant difference (P < .05) on liver weight between birds fed 3 g/kg, 4.5g/kg, and 6 g/kg peppermint powder compared to the control group (Table 3) .
Discussion
The plants of the Labiate family are widely used in food, flavor, cosmetic, and pharmaceutical industries. 7 Different studies on the effect of peppermint in humans showed that the plant has antiseptic, spasmolytic, and disinfectants properties.
14 The results of this study indicated that feeding broilers with peppermint led to significant improvements in daily weight gain in the grower and finisher periods. This result was in accord with the results of Ocak et al 15 It seems that the positive effect of different levels of peppermint on increasing average daily weight gain was due to its decreasing effects on gastrointestinal disorders, thus strengthening the digestive system and improving feed efficiency. 16 Moreover, the antiseptic property of peppermint prevents harmful bacterial growth in the digestive system that led to better digestion and absorption. The antiseptic property of peppermint results from the presence of menthol. 17 Sefidcon et al proved that peppermint strengthened the stomach and intestinal slow motion because of alpha humlone. 18 Another study showed that peppermint extract causes neutralization of the ileum spasms in Indian pigs. 19 It seems that the presence of active compounds such as essential oil in the plant stimulate appetite and improve the digestion and mineral absorption and increase feed efficiency in broilers. Peppermint has also been shown to cure indigestion and gastroparesis and indigestion in humans. 15 Our results showed that enjoying peppermint especially at the starting period could decrease broiler mortality. It seems that the antiseptic properties of the plant prevented harmful bacterial growth in the intestinal tract and finally decreased broiler mortality. In addition, it has been shown that the improvement in the mortality might be due to the role of peppermint as an immune stimulating factor. Studies have shown that peppermint extract prevented bacterial growth of organisms such as Shigella dysenteries, Bacillus cereus, and Salmonella typhi. 20 Sefidcon et al showed that existing limonen in peppermint removed the germs producing pneumococ in 1 to 3 hours, Staphylococcus in 20 minutes, and Streptococcus in 12 hours. 18 Our results also showed that peppermint had a suitable role in decreasing mortality deriving from heart attack in male chicks at the end of the growth period. It seems the essential oil of the peppermint is effective to set the heart's activity and preventing cardiac complications. In this regard, using the oil of peppermint has been report in heart pharmaceutical formulations such as valocordin and zelenin drops. 21 It should be noted that peppermint has antioxidant activity and is able to counteract free radicals and oxidative stress. 22, 23 Antioxidants have been shown to combat a wide variety of diseases. [24] [25] [26] Therefore, peppermint, which possess antioxidant activity, might also have protective effects on chicks and also enhance their quality. 
